Y% % & % % %k %k %k %k ok ok %k %k ko ko kAR Sk
~y
\—/ E \

National Competition For
Best Practices In Election Administration

Category
Innovation

Submitted by
Vicki Davis, Martin County Supervisor of Elections
vdavis@MartinVotes.com




Pledge To Vote- Campaign

Category: Innovation
RESEARCH: Registering to VOTE. This is a right and privilege granted to all United States citizens when they
turn 18 years of age and part of the Supervisor of Elections role, is to register voters. In the state of Florida, students
can pre-register to vote at the age of 16-17 and register and vote at age of 18. However, we noticed that on campus
voter registration drives, where students had the convenience of pre-registering or register to vote in their
classrooms, were yielding poor registration results and we knew something had to change. Therefore, our staff
began to conduct weekly brainstorming sessions and as a result, a new, fresh and exciting high school “Pledge to

Vote” voter registration campaign was born!

Knowing the importance of active voter participation, from this age group was vital for the future of voting, the
“Pledge to Vote” campaign immediately went into full effect on each high school campus. This new and innovative
campaign would not just register students to vote, but aliow a student’s artistic creativity to be included on certain

promotional items distributed to students who registered to vote!

IMPEMENTATION: The first phase of our campaign was to create a non-partisan art contest where all high
school students were eligible and encouraged to submit a non-partisan piece of artwork, depicting what democracy
meant to them. At the conclusion of the contest a 1%, 2", 3™ place winners were selected, after their artwork was
judged by local community leaders. The 1¥ place winner's artwork was then transformed into unique design which

was used as a sticker, promotional poster and placed on cur informational palm card.

The second phase of our campaign was to meet with student representatives from each school. During the meeting,
students came up with creative ideas to promote the “Pledge to Vote” campaign on their campus. Next they
unanimously came up with the idea to have a competition between the schools to see who could register the most
voters. As part of their plan, each high school held on campus, voter registration drives in classrooms, hallways, and
cafeterias with Election’s Center staff present. Students were walked through the process of completely filling out
the voter registration form by the Martin County Supervisor of Elections staff. After, all students who registered and

“Pledged To Vote” received our new promotional materials, which contained one of their peer’s patriotic designs.



EVALUATION: At the conclusion, we discovered that communicating the importance of exercising the right to
vote, motivated the students to register and “Pledge to Vote.” Also, seeing their local peer’s depecition of
democracy on their promotional material, created a sense of pride in the voter registration process! At completion,
this voter awareness campaign fulfilled all of its goals. Each high school increased their on campus voter registration
totals. Our new “Color Me Patriotic™ art contest, not only generated new patriotic pieces of art for the Elections
Center, but positive conversations about the importance of democratic process from future and current voters. A
formal trophy presentation was televised during a County Commission meeting with the Supervisor of Elections,
Superintendent of Schools, art contest sponsor, students, and principals present. The “Pledge to Vote™ campaign
demonstrated that with increased voter education and student involvement in the process, students 16-18 years old

do care about democracy and being actively engaged in the process.

BUDGET: The proposed budget for the campaign was $2,000. The campaigns total cost was $1, 240.00, coming in
under budget by $760. The budget breakdown is as follows: Trophies $250; Monetary prizes for art contest $400.

Flyers (printed in house), sticker (120), back packs ($800) and palm cards (320): $1,240.

Note: A local attorney sponsored the Color Me Patriotic art contest and paid for trophies and monetary awards

($550).
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Pledge to Vote Sticker with art

contest winners design
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Front of informational Palm Card
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Back of Informational Paim Card
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School posters



